CANALISTS AND  CAPITALISTS

themselves had to leave their fields and families, and sacrijfice
their lives by exposure and underfeeding in marshy ditches.
No wonder therefore the Porte took up an antagonistic
attitude towards the Company.

But so long as Said continued to reign, the Suez Canal Com-
pany was able to carry on its work without danger from any
quarter. Things began to look bad for the Company, however,
when Said lay on his deathbed. Sir Henry Bulwer, British
Ambassador to the Porte, then paid a flying visit to Egypt,
where he met the future Viceroy and intimated to him the
wishes of the British Government. "The Ambassador has
seen my nephew," said Said to De Lesseps. " Si je pars vous
etes done averti; vous avez a vous defendre, non pas contre lui
personellement, car je sais qu'il a de Famitie pour vous, mais
contre la politique qui pesera sur son gouvernement."1

The fears of the Company came true. No sooner was Ismail
on the throne of Egypt than he received a formal letter from
the Porte in which three points regarding the Canal were
emphasised. First that the Canal should be used exclusively
for commercial purposes; secondly, that the right of possessing
land on both sides of the Canal should be withdrawn; and
thirdly, that forced labour on the Canal should be abolished.

Although Ismail himself was not moved by an antagonistic
feeling towards the Company, he nevertheless loathed the
obnoxious conditions of the concession agreed to by his pre-
decessor. No burden was more onerous and no injustice more
glaring than that the subjects of the Viceroy should be driven
in tens of thousands and made to give up ail that was dear to
them in order to toil for Monsieur de Lesseps and for the
world at large. The Viceroy therefore lost no time in com-
municating to De Lesseps the orders he had received from the
Porte. The immediate effect was that the number of labourers
was restricted to 6,000, instead of the original number of
20,000, and the miserable pittance of the workers was
increased.

Ismail was also anxious to deprive the Company of certain
privileges which in his opinion militated against his rights as
head of the state. In particular, he wanted to take over the
fresh-water ranal and to reclaim the land occupied by the

1 Ferdinand de Lesseps, Letires et documents.
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